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Prophet Gad Is Called Home To Zion 

 
“As for us, we don’t die.  We only sleep, waiting for the resurrection.”   

Prophet Gad, July of 1997. 
 
 
The year was 1961 and Dr. Vernon 
Carrington was performing his Christian duty 
by reading the Bible every day.  As he read he 
felt there was a ‘gap’ and he was sent to fill 
that gap.   Questioned by others, he would 
direct them to read a chapter a day and they 
too would see the gap and overstand his 
mission.  This is how he started 
gathering his flock. 
 
In 1968 he founded the 
Rastafarian mansion of the 
Twelve Tribes of Israel (TTOI), 
two years after H.I.M. Haile 
Selassie I’s visit to Jamaica.  In 
it’s early days TTOI drew fire 
from some implying they catered 
to the middle class and whites.  
Prophet Gad gave a clear 
overstanding of TTOI’s position 
with regards to accepting all races 
and classes by stating, “…out of 
one blood is all nation, so it is all 
called, but we know that not 
everybody is going to see what we are all 
doing.”   
 
TTOI’s interpretation of the divinity of H.I.M. 
also provided fodder for some trying to 
destroy this mansion. As they see H.I.M. as 
Christ in his kingly character, where some of 
the other mansions of Rastafari see H.I.M. as 
God incarnate.  TTOI sees the restoration of 
the monarchy of Ethiopia integral to the 
second coming of Christ. 

Despite the challenges TTOI has grown in 
members and chapters.  Today they are one of 
the largest mansions of Rastafari and are 
sighted when speaking of mansions with 
strong influences throughout various circles.  
Their chapters can be found in Kenya, New 
Zealand, Ghana, Ethiopia and New York 

among others.  Two of the 
more famed members of 
TTOI were Bob Marley and 
Dennis Brown.  Minister of 
Finance Dr. Peter Phillips, 
Sister Nancy, Sister Carol 
and Freddie McGregor are 
current members.  
 
Brother Gad passed from this 
physical plane at 3:00 a.m. 
Jamaica time on Tuesday, 
March 22nd, 2005.  Services 
were held Thursday, April 
7th, 2005.  His body lay in 
state at the headquarters of 
the TTOI at 81-83 Hope 

Road in Kingston from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.  The memorial will be held at the 
headquarters and he was interred at Dovecot 
Cemetery, St. Catherine.  
 
We at the journal pray for the comfort of the 
family of Prophet Gad and the members of 
the Twelve Tribes of Israel during this 
difficult time. 
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Chairman’s Message 
 
 

Give Praise to Rastafari and our Praises Unto JAH! 
 
Greetings, 
 
Its been a long road coming, and an even further road we haffi trod but PRASIES UNTO JAH 
RASTAFARI. InI sit here today writing this ‘message from the chairman’ and me listen to one 
song by Brother Luciano "Give Praise" and InI sense the importance of what the bredren singing 
about. That despite the difficulties, despite the fighting, back-biting, rumors, and Babylon attacks, 
ALL OUR PRAISES are still due to JAH! 
 
JAH knows IRASCOM has had our share of attacks and persecution, lodged both against the 
organization and against its leaders and administration. Attacks from Babylon, from euro-centric 
Christians, from cultural nationalist but most hurtfully were the attacks from within this very 
Rastafari Movement. However, IRASCOM must give thanks to those Rastas from around JAH's 
Globe who have embraced and supported our works through His Majesty Emperor Haile Selassie 
I.  Nevertheless we take but a pause to acknowledge that which was accomplished THROUGH 
Jah, and so right now we give focus to the IRASCOM JOURNAL. 
 
Thanks and Apprecilove is due to our Managing Editor, Sister Issa Kelly, and her wonderful staff, 
Sister April, Ras Aaron King-Naphtali, Brother Joseph, Ras Marley and the many other 
contributing writers, journalist and photographers. InI personally would like to acknowledge Ras 
Evrol and Empress Idra-I from the IRASCOM Public Relations Office, whom have supported the 
launch of this Journal. To the IRASCOM Interim Steering Committee and its complete 
membership for their support and determination to see the IRASCOM vision manifested. A 
heartfelt and InI personal gratitude to Mama Makeda Blake Hannah, who has fought so unselfishly 
for Rastafari people at home and abroad and has found time and effort to serve IRASCOM as our 
Chief Advisor, we thank you Mama Makeda. 
 
Without further delay, InI present this First Issue of the IRASCOM Journal: Enjoy It, Support It 
but most of all, do your Rasta duty to SHARE IT! 
 
Your Faithful Warrior, 
Berhane Mariam Smith 
Interim Chairman of IRASCOM 
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Editorial Perspective 
 
 
Blessed Greetings Dear Readers: 
 
As we gather under the guiding light of HIM Haile Selassie I let us come together in respect, love 
and unity. 
 
This publication has been created to bring a unifying voice to all members of the Rastafarian 
community.  We unite in one voice to bring to light topics that are meant to be part of a greater 
discussion within and outside the Rastafarian community.  Our aim is bring unity by focusing on 
our commonalities.  As my earthly mother would say “There is more that unites us then divided us 
in this world.” 
 
The voices heard here come from all over this earth reflecting the different ethnicities and 
mansions of Rastafari.  We do our best to leave all articles and reader’s response in their original 
form, which will create a unique reading experience.  Some will use terminology and lingo that is 
used within the community, some will use proper grammar, some will use American spellings and 
some will use British spellings.  It is not our intent to confuse the reader, but to give each writer 
his or her voice.  No matter what mansion of Rastafari is your foundation you will find a voice 
that speaks to you here. 
 
We ask for your participation.  There are several sections that have been created purposely to give 
our readers a voice.  Not only do we ask for your responses to these sections, but also I strongly 
encourage you to write to me and express your views if an article touched you, either positively or 
negatively.  We also are looking for writers, photographers and poets to submit their original 
works for publication.  If you are interested in lending your voice to this publication please contact 
me via the email address below. 
 
Please join us in lifting up our voices in praise of JAH and His messenger HIM Haile Selassie I. 
 
On March 22nd, 2005 the Rastafarian community suffered the physical passing of Dr. Vernon 
Carrington, known throughout the community as Prophet Gad.  Gad was the founder and leader of 
the Twelve Tribes of Israel mansion.  We at the Journal send our prayers out to the family of 
Prophet Gad, members of the TTOI mansions, and the community in general for comfort in this 
time of loss. 
 
On March 17th, 2005 Zion also claimed Justin Hinds, who was a founding member of Justin Hinds 
and the Dominoes a foundation ska musical group.  Justin is survived by his wife Peaches and 
sons Maxwell, Randy and Carlton.  We at the Journal also pray for the comfort of those who knew 
and loved Justin and his music. 
 
In this issue we have written a short livication to Prophet Gad and Justin Hinds.  We will have a 
longer article on Prophet Gad and his works in our next issue. 
 
Give Thanks, 
Issa Kelly 
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Elders of Rastafari 
Eldress Mama Makeda Blake Hannah 

By: Ras Berhane Mariam, spiritually adopted Son of Mama Makeda 
 

In Honoring the Earthlight of Empress Menen, 
IRASCOM Journal would like to begin this issue 
with a wombman Eldress in Rastafari.   
 
When one beings to examine the role of wombmen 
in the Rastafari Movement, especially in the roles 
of leadership, there is a familiar name that comes 
to the minds and hearts of many Rastafarians 
through the world, that of Eldress Mama Makeda 
Blake Hannah; Journalist, Author, Film Maker, 
broadcaster and Technology Consultant 
 
Mama Makeda was born in Kingston, Jamaica a 
few years after the emergence of the Coronation of 
His Imperial Majesty, Emperor 
Haile Selassie I. She spent most of 
her early childhood in Kingston 
before schooling in Hampton and 
later returning to Kingston. In 1964 
she moved to England later working 
for the Jamaican Tourist Board in 
that region. Three years later she 
became the first black person to 
hold a job as a TV Reporter on a 
Daily Magazine Program, where she 
also got to work with Thames TV, 
ATV Midlands, and a BBC TV 
documentary program. Not only was 
she involved in the Jamaican Film 
Festival, she also worked for Island 
Records, remarking a piece on 
Brother Bob Marley as most special. 
 
Mama Makeda has been trodding Rastafari for 
over some 33 years and follows under the 
teachings of The NyaBinghi Order, but one may 
also say that Mama Makeda is gifted with the 
presence to be accepted into and move amongst 
several other Mansions of Rastafari as well. A 
baptized member of the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church, Mama Makeda also has open 
communications with the Blue Mountains Rasta 
Community, Twelve Tribes of Israel, The Bobo 
Shanti Order and the Imperial Ethiopian World 
Federation. 
 
Mama Makeda is the author of the book 
“RASTAFARI – THE NEW CREATION” the 
first book on Rastafari religion & Philosophy 
written by a Rasta – published in 1981, 5th Edition 
published in 2002. In this book, Mama Makeda 
had fought for Rastafari with her pen, addressing 
issues like the lack of unity in the movement, 
failure of recognition of Rastas by the Ethiopian 

Orthodox Church and the phenomenon of our 
white Rasta bredrens and sistrens. Other works of 
Mama Makeda are “JOSEPH – A RASTA 
REGGAE FABLE”, a novel set in Jamaica in the 
70s about a music star, the film “RACE, 
RHETORIC RASTAFARI – Channel 4 UK, 
1981”, and a number of other short films she is 
presently working on. 

 
Presently, Mama Makeda serves as Chief Advisor 
for IRASCOM, Manager of Rasta Information 
Service & The Rastafari Page, Coordinator for the 
Jamaican Reparations Movement and International 
Reparations Support E-Group and she has served 

as a delegate to the World Conference 
Against Racism (WCAR),Durban SA, 
2001.  How she manages to fill so 
many shoes faithfully and still make 
time for her son, Makonnen Blake 
Hannah is a mystery. In 1974 Mama 
Makeda was awarded the United 
Nations Peace Medal and in 1997 she 
was awarded the Adwa Centenary 
Gold Medal by the Ethiopian Crown 
Council Chairman. Mama Makeda 
also became the first Rastafarian 
Senator and First Female Independent 
Senator in the Jamaican Parliament 
1984-1987. 
 
Mama Makeda is a true trailblazer of 
Rastafari - Rastafari leadership, 

Rastafari education and skills and is especially an 
awesome role model to Rastafari Wombmen 
worldwide. Author, Lisa-Anne Julien said: “The 
most liberating definition of a Rasta woman I have 
encountered is from Sister Makeda Hannah (1996; 
8), a longtime Rasta woman and activist in 
Jamaica”. She posits: “Rasta woman is the other 
half of the Creation union that is God Jah. Jah is 
both male and female, two halves united in one 
whole as Creation and Creator. In the same way 
the Man and Woman unite their separate halves in 
order to make life, so also is neither more equal 
than the other half.” Mama Makeda is not the 
typical Eldress that one would expect to find in the 
Rastafari Movement, because she brings a wealth 
of knowledge and experience to the movement, 
enhancing our levels of professionalism and 
operation within the Movement. Fighting for the 
legalization of Ganja through her pen in the 
1970’s, lobbying for Bob Marley to be given the 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 – MAMA MAKEDA  
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April Scripture 
Psalms 1:4-6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Readers’ Response 
 
 
  

4 The wicked are not so, but are like chaff which the wind drives away. 5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in 
the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 6 for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. – Revised Standard Version 

Your Participation 
As each of us sit down for our mediations the Bible speaks to us differently.  We encourage you to join the 
scripture reasoning.  You can contact us several ways. 
Post:  InIversal RasTafarI Community C/O Jamaica Office - #2 Terra Cotta Close - Kingston 8, Jamaica, W.I 
Email:  IRASCOMJournal@Yahoo.com 
Contact your local IRASCOM Ambassador, their contact information is located on the back cover. 

Sister Kaya 
1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the a counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  
 
Di book of psalms is given to INI by di Hola Spirit, an should be cared for as a precious precious Jewel, in which 
all tings is contained in dem an cya bring true happiness in dis present life, as well as in di life which is to come. 
Yuh sight, riches of TRUE KNOWLEDGE AN WISDOM are set here for INI to tek it, since it is in abundance. 
If INI would know di great an majestic Jah here INI may see di brightness of it shine clearly, an if INI would 
seek his wisdom, it would surely could not be contained in a book. If INI cya comprehend Him, an even jus 
approach near to his magnificence, INI are blessed. If INI would know where INI salvation lies an how to obtain 
ITERNAL LIFE, here, our Redeemer an Mediator would be described. Di rich man may learn how fi get more 
riches, an di poor man may find him self fully content.  He who rejoice know true Joy an how to keep it. Dem 
who is afflicted an is oppress will sight wha dem comfort exist in, an how dem should praise Jah when Him send 
dem to be delivered. Di wikked an di oppressors of Jah Jah children WILL SIGHT HOW DI HAND OF JAH IS 
ALLWAYS AGAINST DEM, AN ALLTHOUGH DEM MAY PROSPAH FI A LIKKLE WHILE, HE 
BRIDLES DEM SO DEM CYAANT TOUCH A HAIR PON INI HEAD UNLESS HE PERMITS DEM, AN IF 
YUH LOOK, IN DI END DEM DESTRUCTION IS MOST MISERABLE NUH TRUE? INI have remedies 
against all di temptations an troubles of INI mind an conscious so dat being practised in dis, INI should be sure 
of safety in dis life, but only fear di Most High Jah, an also KNOW HIS LOVE. Now when a man have given 
place to evil counsel or to him own sins, he begins to forget him self in him own sin, an so falls into 
CONTEMPT OF JAH..ONES WHO ASSAIL AGAINST JAH JAH CHILDREN ARE IN DI SEAT OF DI 
SCORNFULL. 
 
1:2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 
 
DIS MAN, READS AN STUDIES SCRIPTURE, AN IN DIS CASE HIM READ DI LAW OF MOSES.
 
1:3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf 
also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 
  
Iditate pon dis last verse, ones will sight dat di comparison is to a STRONG LUSH GREEN TREE which 
SHALL PROSPAH in due time..., again it could seem dat di wikked man is already prospah an have wealth an 
riches in abundance, but if yuh look pon di next verse it compares di righteous an upfull man to one who chooses 
to sit in di seat of di scornful, di one who chooses to walk in Ungodly ways. Him jus dry up an blow away wid di 
wind yuh know. 
 
Selah.. 
in His Light an Love  
kaya I 
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Words of Wisdom 
Equality of All Men 

By:  Ras Aaron King-Naphtali 
Email: naphtaliwords@yahoo.com 

 
“Above all, Ethiopia is dedicated to the principle 
of the equality of all men, irrespective of 
differences of race, colour, or creed. As we 
guarantee to each the right to worship as he 
chooses, so we denounce the policy which sets 
man against man on issues of religion. As we 
extend the hand of universal brotherhood to all, 
without regard to race or colour, so we condemn 
any social or political order that distinguishes 
among God’s children on this most specious of 
grounds."  
 
Important Utterances of H.I.M. Emperor Haile 
Selassie I 1963-1972. Originally Published by the 
Ethiopian Ministry of Information 1972.  
 
Greetings! I chose this particular utterance because 
I feel that this is how King Selassie would want InI 
to live. Just as this is how he lived. He set the 
example that one must follow, and one must live. 
In this he tells us that we are to be "dedicated to 
the principle of the equality of all men, irrespective 
of differences of race, colour, or creed." Now InI 
know that this is how InI must live. Unfortunately 
Babylon has given some the false impression that 
only "black", or "Hamitic" people are allowed in 
Rastafari. Now His Imperial Majesty tell InI 
through this utterance here that InI can not be a 
part of Babylon’s game of racism. InI must "extend 
the hand of universal brotherhood to all, without 
regard to race or colour", and InI "must condemn 
any social or political order that distinguishes 
among God’s children."  
 
Now that is just one of the many great things about 
Rastafari. It is for all people regardless of anything, 
including race. InI don’t segregate like Babylon 
slavedrivers. Rasta people are Inited though some 
of InI opinions differ. As H.I.M. also tells InI that 
"we must guarantee to each the right to worship as 
he chooses", so we must also "denounce the policy 
which sets man against man on issues of religion." 
InI must inite, as JAH children and worship 
together however InI choose. Which sets InI 
Rastafari apart from Babylon. This utterance 
makes I feel the love InI JAH Rastafari has for 
each of the bredren and sistren. InI are all JAH’s 

children "Shem", "Ham", and "Japhet". Now let’s 
show each other this love that JAH has commanded I 
to show one another. I sincerely hope that all of I 
bredren and sistren can appreciate the importance of 
this utterance here, and overstand why it is called an 
"Important Utterance". These are indeed words to live 
by. Words of wisdom if you will.  
 
May JAH guide and protect InI Rastafari. One Love!  
 
“Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against 
the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself: I am the Lord." Leviticus 19:18 

MAMA MAKEDA -- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

Keys to Kingston and defending the Ancient Rastafari 
Doctrine from the onslaught of western philosophy are 
just items on Makeda’s ‘things’ to do list. Makeda 
coordinated an historic gathering in Kingston, Jamaica 
in September 2004, when a consortium of Rastafarian 
Houses, Mansions and Organizations, organized by 
Mama Makeda demanded of European Nations £72.5 
Billion so that Rasta can be repatriated and resettled in 
Africa, mandating the Government of Jamaica to take 
the case of Reparations of behalf of Rastafarians to the 
United Nations International Court at Hague. 
 
There is so much more than can be said of Eldress 
Mama Makeda Blake Hannah, an Eldress whose name 
often goes unmentioned or unaccredited for her 
works, mostly because of her humility and 
humbleness. Proverbs 31:10-31 describes what 
virtuous a woman is and this is our Mama Makeda.  
An excerpt from verse 26 “she speaks with wisdom 
and faithful instruction is on her tongue.”  She has a 
lot of knowledge and understanding for our Rasta 
wombmen and all Rastafarians on a whole and is 
using this to teach every one of us about Rastafari.  
For this reason, JAH has loaned Mama Makeda to the 
Rastafarian Community.   We are grateful and look 
forward to what next battle Mama Makeda will wage 
with her pen, or through her camera lens, or just by 
her presence. IRASCOM is honored to have this most 
esteemed and honorable Empress, Eldress, Sister, but 
most of all, such a loving and protecting mother to 
watch over and guide us.  WE LOVE YOU MAMA 
MAKEDA!

 



 
 PAGE  7                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    IRASCOM JOURNAL                                  

 

L.F.S. Burnham 

Faces In History 
L.F.S. Burnham 

By:  Ras Ashkar Francis 
 

L.F.S.  Burnham is a fitting role 
model for Rastafari youths in 
Guyana 
  
It is very important that we as 
Rastafari youths start seeking out 
and emulating the positive role 

models that have lived and are still living among us. 
One man who falls into this category is our late 
L.F.S. Burnham, the Haile Selassie I of Guyana. 
 
The Rastafari community locally, with all due 
respect to brethren and sistren who are trying 
relentlessly to lift our people out of the morass of 
economic, cultural and political subjugation, lacks 
positive role models. The image of the rastaman 
portrayed in Guyana is just another ploy by the 
colonialist to keep our people bastardized, 
badmanish, ghetto-styled and uninterested in 
politics, economics and social rights and issues. It is 
also an inferiority syndrome which the system of 
slavery left us as a legacy. 
 
The Rastafari man contrary to popular belief is not a 
badman, thief or gangster. He is, according to our 
own Eusi Kwayana, "a man of astonishing presence. 
In this country Guyana, where the movement is 
perhaps weakest and most misrepresented... the 
Rastaman is typically male. He is a public figure, a 
picture of self confidence and self assurance. He is 
quick-witted and philosophical, flaunting his striking 
simplicity and peculiarity of dress in the face of 
cosmopolitan pretensions of Babylon fashion. He 
exudes love. His conversation is lively verse. His 
replies are razor-sharped repartee. His world outlook 
is a duality of the material and the spiritual, the 
positive and the negative. His religious aspiration is 
total absorption into the being of [Haile Selassie I]." 
 
Rastafari is a liberation theology which hinges on 
the teaching of Haile Selassie I and is guided by the 
contributions and efforts of other African leaders. 
Politically, our late President L.F.S. Burnham 
subscribed to these teachings and used them as the 
foundation upon which he build his political career. 
L.F.S. Burnham, though he was of African descent, 
biologically and ideologically, he was a man of the 

people, a father of his nation 
in the very same way as 
Haile Selassie I was , an 
African leader of the highest 
caliber, championed the 
cause of his people. 
 
In a footnote to an internal memorandum circulated 
by the All African Guyanese Council, it is stated, 
"Here in Guyana the African involvement in the 
political economy can be divided into four distinct 
stages; slavery, villiage movement, colonial, post-
colonial-Jagan, Burnham, Hoyte, Jagan to Jagdeo. 
Of these eras arguably, two stand out as the most 
outstanding in which attempts were made to correct 
the negation of our essence, the era of the 'Villiage 
Movement' and the Burnham era. The villiage 
movement is now nothing more than a subject of 
academic inquiry by a few and Burnham is 
forgotten." 
Pity a nation that allows the greatest among it to 
simply fade into oblivion. The Rastafari youths of 
Guyana are determined that such a stalwart of the 
African struggle must and will be remembered and 
revered wherever and whenever we meet. 
 
L.F.S. Burnham is one of the few Heads of State of 
the Caribbean region ,where most Blacks are 
concentrated, to visit Haile Selassie I in Ethiopia. He 
had foster ed this desire from since the early days of 
his career when Haile Selassie I by his magnanimous 
deeds attracted the attention of the world, 
particularly the Black world. Burnham's opportunity 
came following the 3rd NAM Summit held in 
Lusaka on 8-10 September, 1970. While returning 
from the summit, L.F.S. Burnham decided to visit 
his political icon. Although the facts of Burnham's 
visit to H.I.M. Haile Selassie I are never discussed in 
intellectual circles, not even among Black Guyanese, 
it is a visit that holds tremendous importance to 
Rastafari in Guyana. On his return , Burnham was 
brave and wise enough to implement some of what 
he had learned.  It is because of this we hail him as a 
standing figure, an ennobled leader of the African 
struggle.
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Poets’ Corner 
H.I.M. 

(inI nah talk to NO DeadMan) 
By:  Exiled W.A.R. 

 
i-and-I nah talk to no Dead Man, 
seh the Spirit is A-live man, 
an every time i feel It, 
Lord,i unite wid dat Spirit, 
 
They ask me why i choose HIM, 
there's no need that i should prove HIM, 
no man's bribes could make me lose HIM, 
seh as it is written ,so shall it be, 
Mystical Revealer com-forting me, 
Mystical Revealer com-forting we, 
 
i-and-I nah talk to no dead man, 
seh de Spirit is a-live man, 
would Jah leave i with no Peace, 
what man knows,him shall receive, 
 
and i know,yes i know, 
i don't beLIEve, 
i said i know, 
HIM is Alive... 
 
i-and-I nah talk to no dead man, 
seh de Spirit is a-live man, 
reviving memories of covered Truth, 
testifying reality ,to all who would live thru, 
 
an i have no need that i should prove HIM, 
no man's bribes could make me lose HIM, 
seh as it is written,so shall it be, 
Mystical Revealer com-forting me, 
Mystical Revealer com-forting we, 
 
i-and I nah talk to no dead man, 
seh de Spirit is alive man, 
reproving dis world 
of righteousness and sin, 
yea,of judgement, 
already judged is the Prince, 

seh already judged is the Prince, 
an i know,yes i know, 
i don't beLIEve, 
i said i know, 
HIM is alive, 
 
i-and-I nah talk to no dead man, 
seh de Holy Spirit is alive man, 
 
disclosing / ex-posing / correcting 
/resurrecting / healing / 
revealing /guiding ALL Jah children into truth 
/ Truth from the highest 
Authority / re-storing /giving glory...to the 
Most High /nah speaking on solitary 
domain /Zion Train / unbroken line / thrice 
the Word move / to Him /to HIM / to 
i-n-I / 
 
i-and-I nah talk to no dead man, 
seh de Spirit is alive man, 
Mystical Revealer ,com-forting we 
Mystical Revealer ,comforting we, 
 
so don't ask me why i choose HIM, 
there's no need dat i should prove HIM, 
no man's bribes could make me lose HIM, 
 
i don't be-LIEve,i said i know, 
the rivers flow--i keep my flow-- 
my Breath it blows-- 
because i know, 
i KNOW, 
HIM is Alive, 
Mystical Revealer....comforting we....... 
 
 2003 - Exiled 
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Did InI Know? 
Ethiopian Influence on Judaism 

By: Ras Ashkar Francis 
 

A look at Black people's present position would 
fill one with naught but utter grief and 
disappointment. A once proud and free people is 
now reduced to humiliation and slavery. The 
builders and initiators of the first civilization 
and culture are now totally ignorant of the 
science and technology, which was the main 
constituent of the civilization they built. A 
people that was once active, vibrant and high-
spirited is now depressed, despondent, lethargic 
and filled with inertia; how deplorable. Though 
this is such a grim and stark a reality, it must be 
faced if we are to do anything constructive to to 
reverse this condition. 
 
After our release from physical bondage many 
inspired black leaders have attempted, albeit 
with slight success, to influence the necessary 
changes in the race of which they were 
members. Men like Malcolm X, Marcus 
Garvey, Leonard P. Howell, Bob Marley et al 
did their part in contributing to the Ethiopian 
renaissance. The underlying theme of all their 
discourses was “man know thyself ', 'know your 
history'. 
 
Knowledge of the glories of our past would not 
only assure us of a brighter future, but would 
also enable us to make a more meaningful 
contribution to our present development.  The 
lack of which is the cause of all these moral and 
civil corruption in present day society. History 
proves to us that the earliest people on earth 
were the Ethiopians (black people). They built 
the first civilization, whether be it in Africa or 
Asia. Happy Araby or Arabia Felix smiled with 
joy and elation when the ancient Ethiopians 
constructed a civilization and instituted a culture 
which guaranteed to each person nothing less 
than a life of comfort and justice (Ma'at). Egypt 
was in her heyday under the reign of Ethiopian 
Fari (Pharaohs) such as Khufu, Amenenhat, and 
Usurtesen, among others. Under the Ethiopian 
King Indra, Indian culture was not so perverse 
and corrupt as it is presently. They knew 

nothing about a caste system in which men are 
discriminated against because of their skin 
color. 
 
Ethiopia set the foundation for all that is good in 
the world today. Judaism, Hinduism, 
Christianity and Islam, the four major world 
religions were all initiated and influenced by the 
wonderful Ethiopians. Wherever Ethiopians 
went they established the worship of the divine 
and raised many people from the plane of 
barbarism to the plane of civilization. 
 
The wide-ranging influence that these religions 
bear today reflect the thoughtful and 
transcendental nature of the black man's mind. 
All these religions in their purest form teach 
universal brotherhood. All their doctrines 
transcend the concept of race and unite mankind 
into a single brotherhood under the Godhead of 
the Almighty. 
 
Islam teaches “oh mankind, surely we have 
created you from a male and a female and made 
you tribes and families that you may know each 
other.” Quran 49:13. Commenting on the above 
scripture, Maulana Mohammad Ali stated, “ The 
principles of brotherhood laid down there is on 
the broadest basis. The address here is not to 
believers. but to men in general, who are told 
that they are all, as it were, members of one 
family, and their division into nations should not 
lead to estrangement from, but to a better 
knowledge of each other.” 
 
In Acts 10:34-35 reads, “God is no respecter of 
persons; but in every nation he that feareth him 
and worketh righteousness is accepted with 
him.” It also teaches, in Romans 11:12, that 
there is no difference between the Jews and the 
Greeks: for the same lord is rich unto all that 
call upon him.  All these religions point to a 
godhead, a supreme being who is King and 
creator of all. All these religions teach 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 – ETHIOPIAN INFLUENCE 
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Health, Food and Nutrition 
By:  Empress I-dra I 

 
 

 
The Path of Righteousness begins with 
vegetarian livity. Many of the world’s brightest 
visionaries and peaceful leaders have been 
vegetarians or vegans. Some prominent 
examples are Mahatma Gandhi, Ziggy Marley, 
Erykah Badu, Peter Tosh and Susan B. 
Anthony. With so many raspected advocates for 
animal rights and environmental and health 
consciousness, I-spiration is easy to find. 
 
Vegetarian livity is a major part of being a 
Rasta. Most Rastafarians are vegetarian or 
vegan. If the I is already a vegetarian and 
thinking of taking that next step toward ahimsa 
(sanskrit for harmlessness), InI have some 
helpful tips and recipes that will breeze the I 
through the transition. 
 
 
Many recipes call for eggs, but the living 
conditions for egg-laying hens are atrocious, at 
best. The hen’s brief lives are spent crammed 
into a space no bigger than a shoebox and they 
soon go insane from lack of light, fresh air and 
exercise. Here is a great recipe InI found that 
works well in baked goods, saves a hen or two 
and provides the omega-3 acids we vegans need. 
 
FLAX “EGGS” 
The I will need: 
1/3 cup whole flax seeds (brown or golden) 
1 cup water 
 
In a blender or food processor, blend the seeds 
until they have an even consistency. Slowly start 
adding the water while blending. Continue 
blending until mixture becomes thick. Transfer 
to an air-tight container. It will keep refrigerated 
for 3-6 days. Makes 6 “eggs”. 
 
An alternative to the recipe above is to add 1 
tablespoon whole flax seeds per egg called for 
to your recipe and blend them with your wet 

ingredients in a blender or food processor. This 
method makes for fluffier baked goods, too! 
 
 
It’s springtime now in the northern hemisphere 
of this lovely planet we call Earth and that 
means fresh fruits are right around the corner. 
InI found this Ital pie recipe that is going to be 
very popular come summertime! 
 
ITAL NO-BAKE PIE CRUST 
The I will need: 
1 1/2 cups pecans or walnuts 
8 pitted dates 
1/2 tsp vanilla extract 
1/4 tsp cinnamon 
2 Tbsp water 
In a food processor, blend the nuts until they are 
finely chopped. Add the dates, vanilla, 
cinnamon and water and blend until well 
combined. Spoon into an 8-inch pie plate and 
spread out evenly with fingers to cover bottom 
of plate. Now for the filling... 
 
ITAL FRUIT PIE 
The I will need: 
2 cups strawberries, stemmed and thinly sliced 
1 no-bake pie crust (see recipe above) 
2 cups papayas, seeded and roughly chopped 
2 bananas, roughly chopped 
1/8 tsp cinnamon 
1 Tbsp psyllium husks (available at most health 
food stores) 
1 Tbsp lemon juice 
 
Lay strawberries out evenly on top of the crust. 
In a blender or food processor, blend the 
papaya, banana, cinnamon, psyllium husk and 
lemon juice until very smooth. Pour over 
strawberries. Chill for at least one hour before 
serving. Yummy! 
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Empress Menen 

Sistren Reasonings 
Lack Of Wombman Leaders In Rastafari 

By: Empress Denise Riley & Sis Zeneta Romney-Thomas  
of IRASCOM Empresses – http://groups.msn.com/IRASCOMEMPRESSES 

 
"With regards to the boys, We are satisfied with 
the progress made. Our hope in this 
circumstance is partially fulfilled; but the 
prospect of Our female children is frightening. 
It is as if they die early and leave their parents 
childless; for as soon as they show some 
promise in their education, they are, either by 
their parents or of their own accord, married.  
 
"The money We spend on the girls' schools 
seems to be wasted because they 
leave before receiving enough 
knowledge. If this state of affairs 
continues, how can We reach the 
goal of public education for 
which We have planned and are 
planning?” ~ Excerpt from Haile 
Selassie Speech on Women & 
Education at the opening of a 
school at Nazareth. 
 
It’s the year 2005 and many 
Rasta men are still trying to 
figure out where the Rasta 
wombmen fit into the Rastafari 
lifestyle and yet are still putting 
constraints on their ability.  More and more 
Rasta wombmen are asking for leadership roles 
in mansions, yet are being separated due to their 
gender.  Why? Because they think that we Rasta 
wombmen are subservient to them.   
 
I don’t know how we can approach this topic 
without ruffling some feathers but we as Rasta 
Wombmen need more of a leadership role, not 
just as a mother or sister in this faith.  There 
isn’t any distinction in the bible between man 
and wombman; it’s only talking in general 
terms.  
 
If you read Genesis 3:15 “And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel.”   

What this verse is showing us is that JAH 
redeemed us when He went to the cross.  When 
He took the rib from man to create the 
wombman we were twice refined, as He put 
more time to create us than man.  He used us to 
bring forth the Messiah (reference Isaiah chapter 
4).  Luke 1:30-35 shows us how Mary found 
favor with God to bring forth the Messiah.   
 
Also, Mary Magdalene contributed to the needs 

of JAH & His disciples.  She was 
one of the few followers that was 
faithfully present when he died on 
the cross for us.  She was also the 
first to see him rose from the grave. 
 
 Mark 16:9 “When Jesus rose early 
on the first day of the week, he 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, 
out of whom he had driven seven 
demons.”  
 
What this is illustrating is those who 
are obedient grow in understanding 
and that wombmen are very vital in 

JAH’s ministry.  JAH relates to us as he created 
us as equal reflectors of God’s Image. 
 
Another example is Esther.  She was an orphan 
who was chosen by the King to be his Queen.  
She did this by her strengths and 
accomplishments, her beauty, heart and courage.  
With careful planning she was open to advice.  
She was more concerned for others security than 
her own and found favor with the King.  When 
the Jews were in danger, Esther rose to the 
occasion, helped them and received favor when 
the King gave her his ring. RASTAFARI!  
 
Serving JAH demands that we risk our own 
security, He has a purpose for us and places us 
in situations where courage is essential or often 
vital, yet it does not replace careful planning.  
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 – SISTREN  
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Sadu - Ramchander Das 
Courtesy Dreads by Mastalia 
& Pagano 1999 

Taking Of The Locks 
By:  Ras Yen 

 
 

The growing of locks is an ancient tradition, 
preserved thru the Hebrew Culture, and arising 
in these last days as an effort to return to JAH, 
either by the entering into a covenant as in the 
Vow of the Nazarite, or a similar spiritual 
calling.  There are many 
perspectives on Locks, as 
they are called, also 
Dreadocks, Natties, 
Crowns, Dreads, Roots, 
Lion’s Mane and more.  
They have been worn by 
various groups of 
peoples, from the 
Falasha Jews of Ethiopia 

to Sadus of India and are 
worn today by the 
peoples of Ras TafarI. 
 
It is said that the term Dreadlocks comes from 
the “dreadful” appearance of the matted locks of 
hair seen worn by most Rastamen and 
Wombmen.  But what is so frightening about an 
uncut head of hair flowing like the palm fronds 
in the breeze, or an untrimmed, full beard?  It is 
possible that this natural state of man is so far 
from the clean-shaven face and short hairstyles 
that are nearly enforced by the mainstream 
society and western culture that it is at once 
alarming and unsettling to a people who are so 
out of touch with their natural selves. 
 
The taking of locks is not a necessary step, 
however, in keeping or reaffirming one’s 
allegiance and obedience to the Most High.  
However, one who takes the locks upon him/her 
self endures insults, ignorance, and even 
economic hardships, which can be seen as trials 
thru which one is purified in their Faith.  As 
they resist the objections and complaints from 
family, friends, employers, teachers, and the 
brutalisation of military, law enforcement, and 
the injustice of the courts. It is the affinity 
towards nature and spirituality that draws many 
to the adopting of the Locks and the growing of 

their beards, affirming their connectivity to the 
natural and rejection of the requirements that 
society tries to enforce upon them.  
    
The Rasta’s rejection of the society and the 
standards which are enforced upon them by the 
majority ruling class of western civilization, that 
is the ones holding the jobs and in positions of 
authority, has resulted in the denial of basic 
human rights, education and opportunities.  It is 
an outward signaling that a change is necessary 
and is taking place. 
 
All nationalities can be seen wearing the locks, 
as there are Rastas of all nationalities, showing 
the togetherness and acceptance of a truly 

spiritual culture transcending 
ethnic and national 
boundaries.  Although there 
remain some African 
descendants who claim the 
locks as their own, and not to 
be shared with others of a 
lighter complexion, we are 

reminded by Bob Marley’s song, ‘Rastaman 
Live Up’, to “grow your natty congo”, and to 
“not be afraid of them wolf-pack”. 
   
Although most recently in history, the locks, 
often just called “dreads”, have become a 
fashion statement, a trend for the secular, worn 
by prominent actors, athletes, rappers, and even 
portrayed as part of a gang culture in some 
movies. This is upsetting to many Rastas, who 
wear their locks as a symbol of separation from 
corrupt society and a return to the Covenant 
with the Almighty, Jah Ras Tafari.  It seems that 
there are a lot of people wearing locks, or rather 
“dreads” who have missed the point.  It is a 
symbol and a process of return to the Almighty 
Father, by taking on and growing in the 
Covenant as described in the Biblical Books of 
Numbers and of Leviticus. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 --  LOCKS
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Mamadou Diof Ndiange – Baye 
Fall Elder – Senegal – Courtesy 
Dreads by Mastalia & Pagano 
1999 

Rasta Youth Editorial 
Non-Rasta Parents 

By:  Lil Marques Benjamin 
 
 

Everyday, all over the world, children of JAH 
sight the truth that is manifested in His Imperial 
Majesty Haile I Selassie I of Ethiopia. For these 
Idren their family or their situation does not 
change who they are as Afrikans. Their parents 
may be Christian, Jewish, atheist, or members of 
any of the world’s spiritual ways. The children 
are who they are, Rastas whose spirits are green, 
yellow, and red. 
 
Rastafari has over the last 74 years and 5 
months, become a movement of the global 
youth. As a result, many young Rastas have 
experienced resistance and criticism from their 
family as a result of their newfound way of life. 
An additional complication is the fact that more 
often than not, the youth find themselves 
isolated, sometimes by long distances, from 
other Rastafari children. 
 
A cursory look in Rasta forums, Yahoo lists, or 
MSN groups will quickly yield the story – non-
Rasta parents are at least skeptical of Rastafari, 
at worst they are angry and adamantly opposed 
to the movement. It is understandable that they 
wish only the best for the youth, to protect us 
from what is easily described as a dangerous 
world.   
 
Haile Selassie said, “Young people will be 
young people. You cannot change the uncouth 
manners of the youth. Besides there is nothing 
new in that: there is never anything new under 
the sun. They can't know it because they lack 
experience, they lack wisdom.” 
 
Skeptical parents need to be shown the 
benefits of Rastafari. Youths need to speak 
with their parents to discuss the concerns of 
all involved parties. Communication is very 
important to easing apprehension and 
fostering understanding. Ignoring the issue 
will only make it worse. Both sides should 

show raspect, anything less is contrary to 
what we stand for. We must also show them 
love and positivity as we remain resolute in 
the royal teachings of Ras Tafari. Haile 
Selassie shall be our pillar, our ship in the 
storm of Babylon, and a guiding star in the 
wilderness of oppression. 
 
To this aim, we as youths must first accept 
who we are. For if we cannot accept 
ourselves, why should our parents accept us? 
Additionally, we must acknowledge the role 
our parents play in our lives and also how 
they contribute to our well being.  In the end 
only one person has to stand before the Most 
High and explain their actions – you. 
 

LOCKS -- CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 12 

 Many Prophets and 
Holy men are recorded 
to have worn locks, such 
as Elijah, who is 
described as having a 
“garment of hair” 
(2Kings 1:8), and 
Solomon as described in 
Song of Songs 5:11 

“”his locks are bushy 
and black as a raven”.  
Everyone knows about 

Samson and his seven locks, and it was said his 
power was in his hair.  Even the Father Himself 
in Revelations 1:14 has hair “like wool”. 
 
Many Rasta keep their heads covered, in 
accordance with Leviticus 21:10, or to keep 
their locks protected and clean.  Many also 
remove their coverings only when among other 
Ras, or while giving praise.  Many can be also 
seen wearing their locks freely, with caps or 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17  -- LOCKS 

 



 

VOLUME I, APRIL 2005                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      PAGE  14  

 

Book Review 
By:  Ras Berhane Mariam Smith 

 
 

SEIZE THE TIME: The Story of the Black Panther Party and Huey P. 
Newton  
By Bobby Seale 
Have you ever read one of those books that kept you awake at nights, so 
captivating that you took it to school, to work, you avoided telephone calls, 
or turned down socializing opportunities? Seale’s account of the rise and 
fall of the Black Panther Party (BPM) was very flamboyant and vivid but 
also informative. There are/were many misconceptions about the Black 
Panther Party, with Babylon forces depicting them as gun-carrying radicals 
with no vision. In his personal account, serving as Chairman of the Black 
Panther Movement, with Huey P. Newton (a former Political Prisoner) as 

Minister of Defense, Bobby Seale gives a detailed account of the missions and objectives of the 
BPM. Seale takes time in his book to explain the struggles and challenges that faced the Party. The 
book is written from transcribed tape-recorded accounts of the Party that Seale had with a 
journalist or reporter. Ones may find the book a bit offensive with the use of derogatory and 
obscene words by the author. In celebrating the achievements of black history and the political 
opposition our Diasporic bredren and sistren in the USA fought, I recommend this book. 
 
 
 

Race First: The Ideological and Organizational Struggles of Marcus 
Garvey and the UNIA  
By Tony Martin 
Tony Martin offers in this book, a well detailed, thoroughly researched and 
documented description of the Universal Negro Improvement Association 
(UNIA), categorizing the struggles, challenges and accomplishments faced 
by the UNIA during the early half of the 1900’s.  Martin presents a variety 
of statistics, dates, data and a unique selection of quotes/excerpts depicting 
the organization operation of the UNIA. The life of Garvey is traced from 
1887-1940 in this book, highlighting Garvey’s Philosophies on topics like 
(i) Nationhood, (ii) Race First & Self Reliance, (iii) The Black Star Line 
and (iv) The Integrationists and Separatist. A lot of Pan-Africanist, 

Garveyites and Rastafarians have often wondered about the meetings between Garvey and the Klu 
Klux Klan, for which Tony Martin presents a pulsating argument. 
 
If ever there were such a collective resource of researched and documented material on Garvey, it 
is this book by Martin. Not the preferred choice for “pleasure reading,” but I do strongly 
recommend this book for research or persons looking for a more comprehensive and precise 
testimony of the successes and struggle of Marcus Garvey. 

 



 
 PAGE  15                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      IRASCOM JOURNAL                                       

Reggaemania 
“One Day - Righteousness Will Rule" 

Bambu Station 
By:  Sister April 

 
I love Reggae. I love it with all my heart and 
soul and every fiber of my being. I will travel 
miles and miles to hear live Reggae and have 
seen many artists in the past 4 years. Big name 
artists and local artists, bands just starting out 
and artists who have been doing this for 30 or 
more years and I can honestly say that I have 
loved almost all of the artists I have seen. I love 
the way they share their heart and soul with 
their audience, I love the way they love what 
they are doing, I love their positivity and I love 
how they make me feel.  Some inspire me more 
than others. Some surprise me by exceeding my 
expectations. A few disappoint me by not living 
up to their reputation. But I can honestly say, 
that the artists of Bambu Station have again and 
again delighted me with their freshness, their 
vision and their talent. 
 
I first heard of Bambu Station from a local DJ 
who told me I HAD 
to hear his interview 
with Jalani Horton, 
the "voice" of 
Bambu Station. He 
was right, this was a 
new voice, clear 
vision and fresh 
lyrics. There was 
that soulful "Virgin 
Island sound" fueled 
along by the tight 
Bambu Station 
Band but this was 
different. No anger, 
no bitterness; just 
straight from the heart truth as they see it. How 
could you not be impressed? 
 
Jalani describes it this way:  "This journey we 
are on is blessed to be void of vanity and 
ambition. We just have an innate desire to be 
positive in the tings we do; to correct ourselves 

when we are moving in the wrong or negative 
and to affect the lives of people in the positive. " 
The songs from their CD "One Day" touch on 
topics as broad-ranging as the Middle East to 
bittersweet love. There is a very moving song 
livicated to Betty Shabazz, wife of Malcolm X.  
These songs are beautiful, rich in content while 
reflecting love and compassion. We hear jazz 
influences and that unmistakable "Virgin Islands 
Deep Roots" sound, sprinkled here and there by 
the legendary Tuff Lion's blues-drenched guitar. 
The Bambu Station sound is crisp and 
uncluttered. Harmony is a necessary ingredient 
in music and in relationships, and it is obvious 
harmony reigns on all levels in Bambu Station. 
 
But to really experience them you must see 
them live. I was blessed to see them in my 
hometown on two occasions and both were truly 
memorable. That first show consisted of many 
of the Mt. Nebo Record family, Bambu Station, 
Iba, Ijah Menelik, Ras Bumpa & Star Lion 
Family and it was an astounding evening. This 

was the first time all the artists were together 
and it was powerful. There was love and support 
between them and between them and the 
audience shared it.  I will not forget that evening 
or the generosity of these  
CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 -- BAMBU STATION 

 

Jalani Horton – Lead singer of 
Bambu Station 

 
Back row l/r: Warren Pedersen II, NiyoRah, Ras Bumpa, Ikarus, 
Ijah Menelik, Jamal James 
Center l/r: Tuff Lion, Jalani Horton 
Bottom l/r: Iba, Kimbe Don, ‘Andy’ Llanos 
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Justin Hinds - Reggae Jump Up 

Carlton (left ), Maxwell (right) with friends in 
Wisconsin in 1999. 

Livication To Justin Hinds 
By:  Issa Kelly 

 
On March 17th Justin Hinds was taken home to 
Zion.  It came as a shock to many in the reggae 
community as it was just weeks earlier that he 
was diagnosed with lung cancer.  He has been 
remembered lovingly for his stage presence, 
style, his commitment to his fans, and richness 
of his vocals.  He is survived by his wife 
Peaches and three sons Maxwell, Carlton and 
Randy. 
 
Justin Hinds and the Dominoes first toured the 
US in the late nineties, which was when I met 
them.  Over the years I have had a chance to see 
them perform in many different venues all 
around the mid-west.  I’ve seen them in small 
venues that held a hundred people and festivals 
that held several hundred.  My most vivid 
memory was when they played Reggae Jump 
Up in Madison, Wisconsin a few years ago.  He 
had a great lineup in the band, which included 
his son Maxwell as the drummer, Vin Gordon 
on Trumpet and Deadly Headly Bennett on 
saxophone.  Although Justin was a slight built 
man he was in full command of the stage.  He 
strutted like he was twenty years younger.  Vin 
would be dancing in true ska style and Headly 
has some serious ‘spotlight’ time. 
 

When on tour they 
played many of the 
classic Justin Hinds 
and the Dominoes 
songs; Carry Go 
Bring Come, Higher 
the Monkey Climb, 
Natty Take Over, 
Jezebel, On The 
Last Days, Mighty 
Redeemer, Rub Up 
Push Up, among so 

many others. 
The first time I went 

to see Justin Hinds and the Dominoes I was 
completely ignorant to ska.  I was thrilled at the 

discovery.  I came to realize I was in the 
presence of a legend as Justin had been in this 
business since the ‘60’s . 
 
Justin was born in St. Ann Parish, near 
Steertown, in 1942 and was just shy of his 63rd 
earthday on May 7th.  When they were in 
Chicago in 2000 he and his son Maxwell were 
working on a solo album.  I’ve had the 
opportunity to hear some of the tracks from that 
album when they were in their raw form.  One 
song was called ‘Steertown Rock’ and it pays 
homage to the greats that St. Ann Parish and the 
Steertown area has produced.  Bob Marley and 
Winston Rodney of Burning Spear are among 
them.  Winston Rodney lived just up the road 
from the Hinds family. 
 
The lasting picture of Justin in my mind’s eye 
will not be on stage but in my home, curled up 

in a ball 
on my 

loveseat, 
freezing.  I 
tucked a 

blanket 
around 

him and he 
fell asleep.  

Headly, 
Mrs. 

Hinds, Every, Maxwell and Carlton were all 
there as well, relaxing after a long tour, the next 
morning they were headed home.   
 
To the Hinds family I pray for your comfort, 
love and support.  Press forward with Justin’s 
vision and message.  He is in our Father’s arms 
in Zion and you know he and Bob are sitting 
around talking about St. Ann Parish, playing 
dominoes and singing praises saying, “I knew 
Zion was going to look just like home.”   
 
Can you imagine? 
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Brothers’ and Sisters’ Keepers 
SoulJahs Inna Captivity 

By:  Ras Miles Jacob Marley 
 

“Remember Those Who Are Prisoners, As Though You Were In Prison” 
Hebrew 13:3 

 
Blessings in the name of The Most High Jah 
Rastafari.......Selassie I The First. 
 
First I would like to Give Thanks to the 
IRASCOM organization for coming together as 
one to put this much needed, informative and 
educational Journal together. I name is Ras 
Miles Jacob Marley and I head up The 
Rastafarian UniverSoul Order ReBirth: 2000, a 
prison ministry fellowship and I will be the staff 
writer for this section. It is I intentions to help 
the Rastafarian and non-Rastafarian 
communities the need for support of our 
Brothers and Sisters incarcerated in the prison 
system, as well as to educate those who are not 
familiar with the struggles they face due to our 
beliefs. As the late U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall said, “The right to worship 
is guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution and does 
not stop when the prison doors shut.”  
 
So if this is true why is it so difficult for our 
Brothers and Sisters to practice our beliefs? The 
biggest reason for this is that the Rastafarian 
Faith, Culture and lifestyle is not recognized as 
a bonafide religion. Now before I go on with 
this, Ones must sight that I use the word religion 
as a word for the system to overstand, InI know 
that Rastafari is a culture, lifestyle as well as a 
spirituality, for religion is division. So why is it 
then that the Roman Catholic Commission for 
Racial Justice published a report that Rastafari 
is a valid religion and in penial institutions 
should get the same privileges as other religious 
groups and that the style of dress and “Locks” 
and head dress should be accepted as authentic 
religious expressions and legitimate cultural 
forms?  
 
For years I have personally been trying to 
become a Chaplain, representing the Rastafarian 
livity, within the prison system, but to no avail 

even though there is, in the state of Wisconsin, a 
Chaplain in the prison system representing the 
Wiccan Faith.  Now I am not judging any other 
faith group, for everyone has the right to 
worship and His Majesty teaches that InI 
“should tolerate and live side by side with those 
of other faiths and no one should question the 
faith of others, for no human being can judge 
the ways of God”. What this shows I is that 
system does recognize diversity in faith groups, 
so why is Rastafari not represented? That is why 
all of InI should come together and be InI 
Brothers’ and Sisters’ Keepers. 
 
In the coming issues we will feature some of the 
reasoning and issues of InI Brothers and Sisters. 
InI welcome all comments and/or suggestions, 
please send to IRASCOMJournal@yahoo.com.  
 
Nuff Love and Raspect 
Ras Miles Jacob Marley 
www.RUO2000.org 
 
LOCKS – CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 
or tams often called crowns.  The locks are often 
related to the Lion of Judah, which is centered 
on the Ethiopian Flag, and although Emperor 
Haile Sellassie I, as a statesman, did not wear 
the locks, there remain pictures of his youthful 
features when he wore his hair in curly locks.  
 
Many Rastas have had their locks forcibly shorn 
by authorities of the Babylon system influenced 
by western culture, who appear threatened by 
the appearance of these Biblical Warriors.  It is 
this same downpressor that had once adorned 
false wigs of flowing locks by men of high 
Judicial and State positions.  It is no wonder 
then that they cannot tolerate the Real Deal.  
Despite their  
CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 – LOCKS 
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Voices From Within:   
Spotlight on Rasta SoulJah Inna Captivity 

  
David A Sawyers Sr. 
Was born in the District of Grandville, Montego Bay, Jamaica 
and is the fourth child of nine born to Miguel and Enid 
Sawyers. He is the father of 5 children and presently holds a 
A.A. degree and is pursuing a B.A. in Urban studies and a 
Associates Degree in Economics. He is a published author of 
Freedom Cry From Prison Vol. 1 a collection of his writings of 
poetry. Currently David Sawyers is serving a prison term in 
Coleman Federal Penitentiary, in Coleman Florida. Despite his 
hardships Ras David continues to be a motivational speaker and 
community leader to the Rastafarian community as well as the 
rest of the prison population. 

 
Its over 400 years 

Its been over 400 years and we have not been broken 
Its been over 400 years and we are still striving 

Its been over 400 years and we are not begging for anything 
Its been over 400 years and we are now demanding what is rightly ours 

Its been 400 years and what we are demanding is  
FREEDOM, JUSTICE and EQUALITY 

Its been over 400 years and we have not been broken. 
David Sawyers 

From Freedom Cry from Prison 
  

SISTREN – CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11 
Empress Menen, wife of Emperor Haile Selassie 
is another wonderful example of wombmen who 
did great things alongside their husbands.  This 
“God-fearing Empress,” as she was called 
because she loved to go to church, not only bore 
6 children for her husband and managed the 
home, but was involved in humanitarian work.  
She gave money, out of her own pocket, to help 
the homeless, build churches, and build schools 
for girls. 
 
Mama Makeda Blake Hannah, IRASCOM’s 
Chief Advisor is a perfect role model of a Rasta 
wombman that is currently living in our midst 
today and doing great things.  She is an Elder 
Empress who has been a Rasta for over 30 
years, a known writer she has written two books 
about Rastafari and even served as a Senator in 
the Jamaican Parliament.  
 

Those are just a few examples of women on a 
through history who have played a tentative role 
in paving the way for us today.  Don’t forget the 
wombmen in the reggae music business, Rita 
Marley, Marcia Griffith, Judy Mowatt, and 
Sister Carol, who are taken seriously, raspected, 
who manage and help others.   
 
Yes we’re well raspected by our Rasta men; 
they praise us by calling us Princess, Queen or 
Empress, which makes us feel very special.  
Some make us their equal, while others don’t 
acknowledge us.  What we want people to 
realize is that we are out there getting our 
education because we want to make a difference 
in the community.  Some wombmen are the 
only breadwinners in our homes.  Some support 
our Kingmen and Youths and some are the only 
parent in the home.  A Rasta wombman that 
 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 -- SISTREN
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Know Your Rights!  Freedom of Conscience 
By:  Ras Berhane Mariam Smith, Law Student, UWI Faculty of Law 

 
 

On December 10, 1948 the General Assembly 
of the United Nations adopted and proclaimed 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
which states. 
 
“Article 18. Everyone has the right to freedom 
of thought, conscience and religion; this right 
includes freedom to change his religion or 
belief, and freedom, either alone or in 
community with others and in public or private, 
to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, 
practice, worship and observance.” 
 
How free is “Freedom of Thought, Conscience 
and Religion” to Rastafari followers? 
 
When placed in the simplest context, Freedom 
of Religion means “Freedom from religious 
persecution for everyone”, however when one 
begins to examine the erosion of this corner 
stone of justice, it only leaves us to question the 
validity of such a constitutional issue.  It would 
be narrow-minded for our legislative bodies and 
politicians to see society as a religiously 
homogenous society, because in reality we 
know the opposite to be true. In the 
Commonwealth Caribbean and through other 
portions of JAH’s creation, societies are 
becoming more and more “pluralistic”. No 
longer is Catholicism or Protestant the “either or 
fallacy”. We can now recognize fractions of 
Muslims, Hindus, Revivalist, Vodooism, Orisha 
Shango followers and my faith, Rastafari. 
Unfortunately, the concept of pluralistic 
societies fails to include other religious and 
ethnic groupings. Rose-Marie Belle Antoine1, 
Lecturer, Faculty of Law, at the University of 
the West Indies said that laws in the Caribbean 
“can be hardly be said to have accepted them 
[Rastas], when not too long ago, at least one 
country had on its statue2 books legislation 
                                                 
1 Antoine, Rose-Marie Belle, Commonwealth 
Caribbean: Law and Legal Systems, 1999, 
London, Cavendish Publishing. 
2 The “Dread Act’ of Dominica, now repealed. 

which permitted the shooting of Rastafarians on 
sight.” Even in the simplicity of having a “fair” 
trial by Jury, Antoine asserts that it is commonly 
believed that Rastas are poorly received by 
juries in the criminal justice system, often 
resulting in many of InI bredren and sistren 
loosing their crowns (dreadlocks) to increase 
their chances of a fair trial. 
 
Superintendent of Her Majesty’s Prison v 
Barry3 
 
On 13 January 2001, the respondent was 
convicted by a magistrate’s court of two 
offenses of possession of dangerous drugs 
(Indian Hemp) with intent to supply and 
sentenced him to 30 months’ imprisonment. The 
Court of Appeals dismissed the respondent’s 
appeal against that conviction on 31 January 
2002 and affirmed the conviction and sentenced. 
The respondent was an adherent of Rastafari 
and therefore wore his hair in a style called 
“dreadlocks”. By the Prison Rules (Chapter 
208) the respondent became subject to “such 
directions about hair cutting as given by the 
Superintendent,” and it is evident that the 
Superintendent intended to apply those 
directions as against the respondent. On 8 
February 2002, Lyons J (“the learned judge in 
the supreme court”) temporarily stayed the 
cutting of the respondent’s hair, and the learned 
judge later extended that order to the end of the 
hearing of the motion. The learned judge 
decided that the Superintendent’s direction that 
the respondent’s hair be cut, was in breach of 
the respondent’s constitutional right to “freedom 
of conscience”. The appellants filed a notice of 
appeal to the Court of Appeal. 
 
Held: -the appellant’s appeal was allowed and 
the decision and orders of the learned judge in 
the Supreme Court was set aside [and ruled in 
favor of the Prison to have the bredren’s hair 
cut].
                                                 
3 [2003] BHS J. No.98, 2002 No.45 
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InI Notes: Lyons J stated at page 20-21 of his 
decision – 
  
“It seems without doubt that modern jurists have 
accepted that Rastafarianism is a religion `in the 
wide and nontechnical sense’ and that its 
followers should be given the various legislative 
protection where applicable. To be fair, the 
respondent does no contend otherwise.” 
 
Thus there was no dispute before the learned 
judge or the Court of Appeal as to whether 
Rastafarianism is a religion so the court felt no 
need to delve into matters on which it was not 
required to adjudicate. Mr. Munroe, a non-rasta, 
attorney for the respondent failed to argue that 
the rules 212 and 213 of the Prison Rules (Ch 
208) Subsidiary Legislation Volume III 2002 
Edition of the Statue Laws of The Bahamas 
were unconstitutional. It was therefore 
unnecessary for the court to consider whether 
Article 30 of the Constitution preserved the 
validity of those rules. Instead Mr. Munroe 
submitted that those rules lacked specificity, as 
submitted by Assistant Superintended of Her 
Majesty’s Prison, Mr. Raymond Julien that the 
cutting of the hair was “done for the purpose of 
ensuring cleanliness and good health”.1 The 
Court of Appeals does ADMIT, “the rules 
(which were drafted in 1963 when the only 
religions in The Bahamas were Christianity and 
Judaism) were not crafted with the same 
attention to detail as were some rules for prisons 
in some of the United States of America. The 
learned judge also drew a comparison with 
prisons in England where, he said, “prisoners 
who are adherents to Rastafarianism are 
permitted to keep their dreadlocks even while 
serving sentence. Why that is so, we don’t 
know, nor has any reason been furnished why 
the English permit this practice.” In the case of 
Dawkins v. Department of Environment2, Lord 
Justice Neil set out the findings of fact made by 
the Industrial Tribunal in paragraph 10 of their 
reasons [paying special attention to section 
five]: 
                                                 
1 Paragraph 5, Affidavit sown on 14 March 2002 by Mr.    
Raymond Julien 
2 [1993] E.W.J. No. 405 
 

“ (v) That they [Rastafarians] do have a sense of 
being a minority and of being oppressed in that 
their distinctive appearance is likely to single 
them out for criticism by other members of the 
community thus causing them to have a feeling 
that they are a peculiar minority among other 
people.” 
 
I pray that the analysis of these cases and 
legislation may be helpful. Read them, know 
them, memorized the quotes and sayings of 
judges and the various acts, because these are all 
tools to use against Babylon if for some reason 
the I find themselves caught in the Babylon 
court system. 
Bless Up! 
 
ETHIOPIAN INFLUENCE – CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 

some degree of self-abnegation in pursuit of the 
common good. And lastly, all these religions are 
inspired by Ethiopians. 

The Bible places the beginning of humanity in 
Asia, Mesopotamia. On the other hand, 
anthropological findings place the beginning of 
humanity in Ethiopia, East Africa. The efforts of 
modern scholars are directed towards 
reconciling the two. But whether humanity 
began in Asia or Africa, it is clear that it began 
with Ethiopians (Black people). 

History testifies to the fact that the earliest 
inhabitants of these two continents were 
Ethiopians. The biblical family started with 
Adam- a derivative of the word KADAMA-he 
preceded. Adam was placed eastward in Eden. 
The Bible gave the situation of Eden when it 
stated “And a river went out of Eden to water 
the Garden; and from thence it it was parted into 
four river heads. 

“ The name of the first river is Pison; that is it 
that compasses the whole land of Havilah, 
where there is gold” Now according to the 
Bible, Havilah was a son of Kush and a brother 
of Saba. Cush and Saba are used 
interchangeably with Ethiopia in the Bible and 
other biblical and historical literature, so being a 
son of Cush and a brother of Saba, he could 
have only been an Ethiopian.  The land of  
CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 – ETHIOPIAN INFLUENCE 
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Happenings 
Positive Vibrations! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SISTREN -- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18 

works in the home work just as hard as anyone 
else and we mean no disraspect.  Rasta 
wombmen, we need to step up and start 
planning our roles in Rastafari.   Wombmen 
must support and lift up our sistren who are 
starting on this path.  For some men, the rules 
need to be changed.  Accept us as equals.  We 
fighting the same fight, for raspect, repatriation, 
and Inity alongside our Kingmen, fathers, 
brothers and elders as ONE Rasta.   
 
"Today, the women of the world are not content 
only to live as housewives. In most countries 
they are striving harder and harder for higher 
education so that they may participate in the 
civic duties of their community and nation. In 
time of war, women like men, have served their 
country and in some of them have fought side by 
side with the men against the enemy." Excerpt 

from Haile Selassie Speech on Women & 
Education at the opening of a school at 
Nazareth.  
 
BAMBU STATION – CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 
artists to come out after the show and speak 
with anyone who wished to speak with them; be 
it for a brief "hello" or a reasoning. As a 
photographer, I had the privilege of shooting the 
evening including a shot of the "Mt. Nebo 
family" (see picture on page 15). 
 
I was blessed to see Bambu Station again over 
Bob Marley's Earthday weekend, 2005. And 
though I didn't think it possible, for me this 
show was even better. We got to hear just 
Bambu Station and Iba that night. 
 CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 – BAMBU STATION 

Panama 
May 23 –30, 2005 

1st Diaspora RASTAFARI Summit in Hispanic America 
 

The members of the Rastafari alliance in Panama a non-governmental organization NGO registered 
in the republic of Panama, announces "The First Diasporic RASTAFARI summit in Hispanic 
America" to be held the 23 to 30 May 2005. 
 
The impulse of this path breaking historical initiatives comes from various fronts. It is clear and 
apparent with the establishment of a networking in the past years that Rastafari is now present and 
growing astronomically in a lot of nations in Hispanic America, and now constitutes a significant 
force, culturally and politically.  It is important to mention that the largest concentration of 
descendants of slaves live in Hispanic America. Efforts by Rastafari in Argentina, Brazil, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Chile, Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Puerto 
Rico, Venezuela and other regions to interconnected and to articulate common agenda are in a 
nascent state development.  At the same time there are mounting efforts by brothers and sisters 
throughout the hemisphere to communicate and link effectively with Rastafari in the Caribbean and 
other parts of the French and English speaking Diaspora. 

 
Contact Information: 

Teléfono: 011-507-694-5337 or 238-8503 
Email: alianza_rastafari_panama@yahoo.com 

Panama postal address: Apartado 2023, Balboa, Ancon Panama 
International Postal address: PTY 4018 PO Box 025724 Miami, FL 33102 

 
MORE HAPPENINGS ON PAGE 26 
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ETHIOPIAN INFLUENCE – CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20 
Havilah mentioned in Genesis took its name 
from Havilah an Ethiopian and the occupants 
were known as Havilites, his descendants. To 
quote Rudolph R. Windsor, author of ‘From 
Babylon to Timbuktu’, “Scholars have located 
this land near the Persian Gulf.” This proves 
that Ethiopians were the earliest inhabitants of 
Asia. 
 
Then the Bible goes on to say that the “name of 
the second river is Gihon; the same is it that 
compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia” 
Needless to say, this land was inhabited by 
Ethiopians (Black people). Many historians and 
scholars associate the river Gihon with the Blue 
Nile which begins in Lake Tana in Ethiopia and 
which is 85km long and 65km wide.  The 
Pharaohs having heard of these mysterious 
waters, name it in their Funeral Texts “Lake 
Karou of the country of the happy.” 
 
Allow me to speak a little on pre-Jewish Asia 
and its outstanding personalities; personalities 
that have in a significant way influenced the 
culture, codes and religion of the Jews. 
 
The Bible accredited Enoch, son of Jared, as the 
first man to have, not only walk with God in a 
proverbial sense, but literally. Enoch was the 
first person to ascend to Heaven, the Throne-
room of the sovereign King and become 
acquainted with the hidden and esoteric 
knowledge of God. Though the Bible fails to 
elaborate on this Prophet, Priest and King in an 
attempt to conceal his Ethiopian personality, 
Enoch's works and life can be found in various 
apocryphal books. According to the book 
“Enoch the Ethiopian” by Indus Khamit Kush, 
Enoch was greater than Abraham and holier 
than Moses, not only because he preceded them, 
but because he had a closer relationship with 
God than them. This prevented him from seeing 
corruption. The scripture also supports this in 
Genesis 5:23-24. “And all the days of Enoch 
were three hundred, sixty and five years. And 
Enoch walk with God and he was not for God 
took him.”  
 
The phrase 'for God took him' means he didn't 
die a natural death like the other prophets and 

priests of the Almighty, but that he was 
transformed from the corruptible to 
incorruptible without tasting death. (Hebrew 
11:5). According to Ellen G. White in her book 
'Patriarch and Prophet' “ By translation of 
Enoch, the Lord designed to teach an important 
lesson. There was danger that men would yield 
to discouragement because of the fearful results 
of Adam's sin. Many were ready to exclaim, 
'what profit is it that we have feared the Lord 
and have kept his ordinances, since a heavy 
curse is resting upon the race and death is the 
portion of us all?' But the instructions which 
God gave to Adam, and which were repeated by 
Seth, and exemplified by Enoch, swept away the 
gloom and darkness...” 
 

Enoch was 
the first 'son 
of man'. The 

book 
'”Jewish 

Writings of 
the Second 

Temple 
Period' 

points out 
that in “an 

appendix to the similitudes, the son of man is 
specifically identified as Enoch [the 
Ethiopian].” Enoch was the first man to have 
conquered death and sin. Ephrem of Syria 
stresses that Enoch, like Jesus, in conquering 
death and sin and in regaining paradise in spirit 
as well as in body, is the antipode of Adam.  
 
Enoch was the first Vicar, the lesser God. He 
was identified with Metatron, 'Little Yahweh, an 
angel closest to God himself.'  
 
Enoch, by virtue of his pious life and his ascent 
into heaven, was given perfect knowledge of the 
will of the Almighty. His knowledge and 
teachings became the foundation of Judaism. 
 
With all that was said about Enoch, I want to be 
clear about the claim of his Ethiopian heritage.  
It is substantiated by the fact that Enoch was 
only the seventh seed from Adam and lived in a  
CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 – ETHIOPIAN INFLUENCE 
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‘Andy’ Llanos 

Warren Pedersen II 

Tuff Lion 

BAMBU STATION – CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22 

Jalani Horton's vocals are strong, clear and 
inspiring. His lyrics are intelligent, fresh and 
deal with relevant issues of today. Whether 
educating us about the AIDS crisis in Africa, 
speaking on the Middle East or imploring men 
to stand firm beside their children, his is the 
voice of reason and compassion. However, their 
songs are not just sweetness and light. They can 
be edgy, thought provoking and "in your face" 
like the new song they previewed called "Who" 
or comparing the "gangsta" mentality with the 
Klan in "Gunsmoke". Again they were 
approachable, coming out to speak with 
everyone after the show. 
 
If Jalani is the "voice" of Bambu Station, then 
the real backbone of the group must be "Andy" 
Llanos on drums, Warren Pedersen II on bass, 

and Tuff Lion on guitar. 
I was curious about the 
musical influences of 
these artists and they 
were kind enough to 
share them with me. 
Andy's primary 
influence would be his 
father, Felix, who was 
part of the much beloved 
Virgin Island group The 

Five Notes and who is 
still active today. I have to mention Andy's song 
"Only Jah Jah Know" which closes "Talkin' 
Roots I", the much acclaimed 2002 compilation 
presented by Bambu Station. This song is one  
you need during those rough times; it is 
beautiful, very prayer like. Andy also credits 
Poncho Sanchez and Sly & Robbie as musical 
influences. Right now he is listening to Anthony 
Hamilton  & Fertile Ground and Richard Bona. 
Warren also credits his father as influential as 
well as bassists Jaco Pastorius and Victor 
Wooten. Right now he is listening to Frou Frou 
and Thievery Corporation. Both he and Tuff 
Lion are trodding the Rastafarian path 
spiritually. The Lion's influences include his 
older brother and Ernie Ranglin. I want to make 
special mention of his beautiful song "Good 

Works" which opens the recently released 
compilation by Bambu Station "Talkin' Roots 
II". I have listened to it almost daily since I first 

heard it. It reflects 
perfectly the 
gentle, humble, 
Spirit-filled man 
who wrote it. 
Right now Tuff 
Lion is listening to 
the soon-to-be-
released Bambu 
Station album as 
well as Antonio 
Carlos Jobim and 
Rico Rodriquez. 
As for Jalani, his 

influences include 
The Last Poets, 

Steel Pulse and The Wailers. Spiritually, he 
states: "I am of no specific faith but follow the 
God spirit for righteousness and love." He is 
currently listening to Sade, Sarah McLachlan 
and Augustus Pablo. 
 
JAH is truly blessing us with some visionary 

messenjahs in our 
time. Bambu Station 
is among those in the 
forefront of these 
messenjahs.  These 
men are brothers since 
creation bringing, 
JAH's message to us 
with love and passion. 
Do NOT miss them if 
they come your way. 
Be sure to look for 
Bambu Station's new 

CD expected out this 
summer. Tuff Lion's 

CD will be available later this year as well.  
 
For tour information and discography: 
Contact www.mtneborecords.com 

 
 




